Carbamazepine toxicity resulting from generic substitution.
Generic substitution is practiced widely in both hospital and community settings. There have been several reports of reduced serum concentrations and seizure exacerbation following generic substitution of Tegretol. We describe the first 2 cases of carbamazepine toxicity resulting from the substitution of Tegretol with Epitol. Two 6-year-old children experienced increases in the maximum serum carbamazepine concentration, one of 22% and one of 41%. Both became asymptomatic when their serum concentrations were lowered and had no residual effects.